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It just looks asrfdugmm are push starting cmnw; winning four-in- haﬂﬂml-ﬂ Ln'e-ﬂa.Fr ﬂ:efreanmaﬂham
aboard the carnage as it gets under way for the victory lap. What a way to travel fo the World Bguesinian Games in Aachen this

Avgust!
By Lauren Giannin

Chesier Weber reigns when it comes fo ene-handed drcles and
shaulder-in, just two of the skills required in the upper levels of
Combined Driving. He is the 2005 FEI Morth Amancan Champicn and
this spring, Chester wion his fourth USEF Four-in-Hand Champicnship at
the CAl-A Liee O3k Intemational in Ocala, Flonda

cambined Driving, like e2venting, has three phasss: dressage
marathon icress coundry) and cones (stadium jumping). You can do it
with horses or ponies hiiched to whesled vehicles in single, double, or
four-r-hand hamess. The marathon resembles a solo chanct race
threading throwgh intricate cbstacles and water hazards. It's wery excit-
ing.

1's also incredibly expensive and reguires years of specialized train-
ing and eguipment. Hamessas must fit to the nth degree and wehiclzs
are inspecited to insure thal they meet regulated standards. Al that
equipmeant and horsepowsr nesds
transpariation {0 events in big rgs
of jumibo jets

Abave and beyond cost, howey-
er, combined driving requires
finzsse and skill on the part of the
whip (drwer). Mo amount of money
can buy the abiity to contnol four fit
harses with dalizacy and spitsec-
ongl precision

t's a small but competitive fizld
with their sights trained on the
Waorld Equestrian  Games in
Aachen this August Chester's on
course bo represent the USA with
two wins o his credit from the first
two seleclion inals. He competes
one more time in early May al
Tucker Johnson's farm.  After that
the horses ship to Eurocpe where
h2'll compeie against the best

SPLASH! Big water hazand caphwes the essence of the maathon af
GHID Aachen, Germany in 2001 where Chesfer Weber and his feam
finished seventh in fhe Advanced.
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whips with whom he more than halds his own

Chaster grew up with horses on his parents” Tharoughbred breeding
famm, Live Oak Stud, which provides a lowely seding for the CAlA.
Father and son wsed fo compete with draft horses — in hamess — for fun.
Chiester grew too much bo be a jackey, but he's just ight on the box - a
cathird seat for him o set reconds.

Frem 1893-28 he competed in pairs diving. He was the youngest
Amarican bo qualify for the Wedd Pairs Driving Championships and the
yaungest driver ever named to the US Eguestrian Team. He was alsa
the youngest o win the USET Mational Driving Champicnship. He won
12 consecutive Advanced COEs (1987-08) and finished his pairs driving
career at the 1989 World Pairs Champicnsh ps in Hungary wheare he fin-
shed sezond in dressage and eighth ovarall.

That zame year, I:I'ele" Tl:".'Ed up and competed intemationaly in
four-in-hand — no mean feal, but that's what everyone has leamed to
expect from this whip: his best.

“Criving a four-in-hand i a b
like managing a company” he
says. “tou need bo work bogetherin
synergistc ways. | think that hors-
es |end themsalves to working in
groups quite well”

They may be hard animals by
nature, but & takes a far amount of
experizse to get them all going in
the same drecfion at the same
ime. Factor indo that the namow
margin for emor in the cones or the
rigic mazes that chalienge whips
during the marathon. If's all about
communication, teamwork and the
supple coordination of a team that's
bezen wel-dressed (frained) on the
fiat.

“The harses at my level are real-
ly great athletes and they make
good dressage horses,” says
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Four-in-hand Combined Driving gafs
compared fo Formuls One Racing, bt
this pholo after the awards ceremony at
CARA Live Oak in March 2006 expresses
formal elegance diving the vicfory lap-a |

trivvnphant fip of the faf from champi-
onship rosefie festooned Chester Webar
winle s Edy fiend My Larsson, weanng
a picture parfect hat, eradles e trophy
Photo by Shaneen Kohler

Chester. “They can dominate in the
gressage phase, which tests the
fundamentzls. Dressage done night
is wery exxiting — it's enengefic, not
dull and baring.”

It al=a looks a lot diferent when
four horses, hitched to an elegant
camage complele with formaly
attired grooms, perfarm mandabary
figurzs in an arena the size of a
foothall field. Bus that's just the first
phase. The marathon encompass-
g5 3 wild nun cross-couniny that
reguires finesse and lighining quick
reactions. Then ifs back to the
arena fo thread a winding course
through cones set ust so” with tennis balls on top. To topple one eams
p=nalty points, so doss excaeding the allowad fime.

“Your mind's got to be shamp,” says Chester. "An old horseman tols
me — ‘run quick with your body, slow with your mind. Ponies tend to be
guick with their bodies, slow with their minds. s a good atinibete o
have with the harses. | iry to keep my reactions sharp through tennis. |
play three or four days 3 week and I'm biking about 50 miles 3 week. K
I'miim b=ttar shape, miy mind is more caloulating in compebtion.”

Four-in-hands demand espeit de corps: the horses with each other
and with the whip

“There's a lof of mult-tasking going on,” explains Chester. “The hars-
s iry io help you. Sometimes they try bo jump over things — it doesn't
work well. The sharpest horses we have for the t2am are intelligent. ang
they don't stop.

‘It takes three years or 3,000 hours o train a horse for four-in-hand -
if the horse has the character and body siyle” he adds. “Even than
they're still at the beginning of the gig. One good horse in my f2am - |
drowe him for fiwo years only in the dressage fest — and s just in the last
twen years that Nve been able o uss him in the marathon.”

lt's a team effort from the horses to the people involved with four-in-
hand. W's such a small woedd that whips might be Szreely competiee an
course, but they'll loan each ather harses when something goes awry.
Mot to compete, after all that effort and invested anargy, is unthinkable -
ewan wihen it means supplying a good sound horse to the likes of Tucker
Johinzan and James Fainclough

“l =2 my own personal best as 3 team assat” says Chesler. “It's no
gaod fo have my seventh best horse at home when we go o horse
shaws. Amerncans ane holding ther own over in Europe. Tucker ang
consistently rum in the top 10.°

Withim the microcosm of Team Weber, he count=s on stable manager
0laf Larssen and head groom Taren Lester, who serves as his navigator
in the marathon, to name just twoe — and a kot fides on the trainers who
start his young horses, Saskia and Gerent Leijben

Chesfer and his feam of bays come out of & waler hazard af CAIA Live Oak, =
en route fo winning his fowth consecufive fifle in 2006. ;;ﬁ:-n
Photo by Shaneen Kohler J50E

Homses are the passicn and power of Combined Driving. Chesier
anows what he neads in hamess, but even those that don't quite maks
the cut and up finding a niche

*| hawe a business with Maria Deslauners, mnked #2 at Wellingon -
Ayailable Jumpers.” he says. “We're dealing horses, and | also teach
and give clinigs to train people interested in being at the top of the game.

“The most important thing & to find horses that are suitable for the
sport.” adds Chester. "Right now, 'm not sure why, but my horses seem
%o be more Dutch — althaugh ane of the best is German-ored. The Dubch
hamess haorsas or Gellandars are bred for camage driving. The brzed
i= mogemnizing, and we're breeding more suitable horses for our sport”

A phrase at the botom of the horse page on his website declares:
Chaster Weber_.. a driving force in the warld of mtemational compet-
fion

Juest look 3t his harses — they know it's tnue. After all, they're hitched
03 star.
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By Shameen Kohler

“Prepanng this year. | knaw this team was really good.” said Chester
Weber, of Ocala, Fla., after winning his fourth consecutive Mational Four-
In-Hand Champicnships at the 14th annual CAI-A Live Oak Intemational
Ciriving Ewert. "l knew that as kong as | didn't have bad luck, I'd doowel ™

An estimated 8,000 speclators atiended the ewvant, many of them o
sea the championshios, which test the skills of the best foursn-hand driv-
&5 in the nation. According %o ewani organizer Susan Gillland, “The
word is gefing around about what a great sport this is and how exciting
it i= {0 wabch.”

Sxciting it was,
share of upsats.

James Farclough, of Mewton, M), was one of the drivers o expen-
ence bechnical difficuliies in the hazards. 1 had a rein get caught on a
pale at the water hazard” explained Fairclough. “The water is normaly
nat & proglem for me. | went io go in and one of the horses spooked and
came back. When he came back, the rein went ower the post and | did-
nt ses it | asked him to go forward thres times and he woukdn® go. |
coukdn’t figure it cut. They would go and then they would just stop.” said
Fairzlough. “We got tha rein of the pole and then we wantin. But it had
to have cost me as least 12-15 points.”

It might have cost him the reserse champicnship, which went fo
Tucker Johnson of Hobe Sound, FL. But be is not ane ba e in the past.
“| don't ever say, ‘should have, would have, could have.” Everybody has
misiakes and problems, so if | gidn't have my problems and they didn't
have their prabliems, whare would we be™ Said Fairdough, who came

especially during the marathon partion, which had its

ini third in the FEI Horse Four-in-Hand division by less than 10 points.

“Overall, | had moments of brliance and a few baffles and mess-ups
here and there. Buz all in all, we did fine.”

Fairclough considers Live Oak 3 “very nice event” especially for the
beginning of the season. 1 & kind of easy in the roads and track
becauss itis sofiat Butitis early m the year. sothat is wonderful... They
hawa done a wenderful job and they are slowly progressing and making
it batizr every year”

Johnson said the course was “perfect for the young horses, bo get
them gaing forward and aking the bridle.” He felt the mast challenging
aspact was the last hazard. “The route to take in 3l the hazards up to
the last one was 3 very open flowing one.” The last hazard was mare
technical with fighter turns. “Sutwe got through it and | was happy,” said
Johnson, whe was plarning on going heme and hasing dinner on the
beach wih the kids o celebrate his resarve championship.

Alan Aul=on, of Bronson, Fla., also praisad the event, even though i
was not his year to claim 3 win dus b & “complication” at one of the haz-
ard's gates causing his disgualification. “Chester did an urbelievablz job
ini the brand new fizld, the one for us b wam-up in. Al one time i was
just a hay field with cows in it. | is like a golf course now.”

Aulson would hawve wan his event, based on his final score of 17435,
if b2 hiad not besn disqualifizd. “We had a goad nide and oid wel.” He
praised the Jog Gililand-designed course, the weather and the lay out of
the evert. "l think Live Cak = bettsr avery smgls year. s the bestin
the couniry,” behind the ones | haold, said Aulson with a laugh. Aulson
awns Slack Prang Eguestrian Center, whizh hosts events of all bypes.
including combined drwing.
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Cadwell Sisters Claim Two FEI Wins

Miranda

Tor the first ime at the FEI level, both Keady Cadwell and her sister Eﬂ?ﬁﬁ:;ﬁs
Wiranda won their respective divisions. Miranda not anly won the FEI S
Far Pony division, but also got awards for Sest Presentation and Bast P : aII" 5

3 R z : joy affer
FEI Marathon. In the midst of taking care of her ponies and doing some finding ouf they
bam work, which the Cadwell sisters both do on a regular basis, Miranda RS top
said she was on 3 mission at the show. And she accomplished it My LS
whola miission here this weakend was to improve on my dressage, which ' Fsir Fony
we did” o

The awards and the win were just the icing, and thanks, in pan, to their E":f:mh
groom, Kedzy Banfield. Banfield is Keady's navigator. usually. But for Osk Driving
this ewent, she rode as a grooem on the back of Miranda's camage.

The tricky part was hiding the hair from the judges, Miranda's hair.
“Arcund the judges, | hawve to wear a hat.” said Miranda with a mischie-
vous smile. Last manth, she wasn't 3 regheas, but @ blushead. And. if
accurately describing her hair calor now, you might say it was pink. As
Wiranda szes it, °l f2it a izle pink, so we went pink™

“eady, in what was described 35 an upset by the event announcer,
claimed the win in the FEI Fair Horse division with @ 178019, |t was
Keady's first show with the two young Duich Wambloods she got in
September.

“They did some Daby' things: but, cwerall, they went in and dig
their jab. In the marathon we had a few litide issues, but came out
on top anyaay.” said Keady, whose interesting name is Irish in
origin. Miranda explsined that there was some discussion over
which st of horses Keady should compete (she has fwo pairs),
and it was her trainer, Boyd Exell, who told her to go for it and
compete the young pair. “She ended up deing that and she won,
which is just great,” said Miranda.

¥eady said she had the most frouble with the last hazard
“‘because it was tight and the horses were mare tired by then.”
She added: “These two hawve very nice heads, but they are
young. So, we don't want o rush them.” Despite the concams,
the last hazard ended up going “really well,” said Keady with a big
smile.

Florida hosts the first two combined driving evenls of the season: Live
COak CDE and Sunshine State COE. The other five FEl-recognized driv-
ing events ara held in Mew Jersay (3], Fennsylvania (1) and Califamia
(1). The Gak Hill COE in Virginia was canceled for 2006,

For full results of CAl Live Oak, visit wwacaiivecak.com.

Chestar Weber wins fvs fourth consecy-
tive Nabonal Fowr-In-Hand
Championships af fe T4th annual CAF-
A Live Oak infemalional Driving Event.




